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cable, aftef the orgadization of the Companv, by the elec:
tion of its officers, proceed. d to engage the services ol the
most distinguishea Civil Engineers they could abtain, te
sevise the location, and saperintend the constructio, of
il that portion of the canal along the Northers shore of
the Potomac, between its Eastern termingtion and the
firsi monntain, through which the prior surveys of the C.
Staces’ Board of Internal Improvements, and of Messr;
Geddes and Roberts, had conductec it. At that paing,
aa injunction from the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Ruad
Compavy arrestcd their progeess, as it stll continwi £ to
tetard, heyond it, the extension of their coutracts. A
skilful Engineer is, however, at present enga,e! in Tevis-
ing the location of the Canal to the East of that poist,
made pursuant to former dcts of Congress: sc that your
memorialists will be prepared to place under immediate
cancract the line of the Canal as far West as Cumberlend,
gs 3000 as that controvecsy shall be definitively setdleds
and, as vour memorialists are led confidenily to eXpee,
in the easving Spring or Summer. ‘

By the annexcd rules and regalations, adopted for the
government of the corps of engineers in the service of
the company, and the dccompanying tables, illustrative
of ihe probable cost, by reference to the actual couptracts
for the construction »f forty-eight miles of the canal, it
wili be made apparént to your hooorable body that it
vwill be as edsv, and more cconomical, even in its first cosy,
w complete the eastern sedtion of the canal in three years
fom its commeneement, than in five, the time contem-
plated in the act of the last session of Congress, authori-

sing a subscription, on bebalf of the United States, to its
stock, ,

Your memorialists are, therefore, induced 1o apply for
such -an alteration of the.terms of that subscription, as
sasll enablé them to place the whole of that secticn uu~
der contracts, to be executed within the period of three
vears, the shortest time contemplated in the charter of
tac conipany. They beg leave to state, as an additicnal
inducement to this change, that it will not affect the de-
wzuds upon the Treasdry for the curient year, since it s
uet proposed to call for as large a sum, withio that year,
% 15 authorised by the exisung law ; that beiog, with
tw: unexpended fifth of the last year, two fifths, or more
thay 4 third of the whole sum subscribed, as above men-




